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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student 
achievements and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

PHS DECA Supports Juvenile  
Diabetes 
The Plainville High School DECA Chapter will be 
participating in the annual walkathon for the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) on 
September 28th in East Hartford at Rentschler 
Field. Ninety students from the Plainville DECA 
Chapter will take part in the walk, as "The DECA 
Diamonds" team. The Chapter goal is to raise 
funds for JDRF and "Find A Cure" for juvenile 
diabetes. The Plainville DECA Chapter Advisor 
is Steve Slomski.  

Constitution Day Celebrations 
Students across the district celebrated Constitu-
tion Day on September 17th. As part of the fes-
tivities, Toffolon fifth graders Stephanie Martino, 
Peter Lawson, and Sky Scheyd read the pre-
amble, followed by the preamble that they wrote 
as a  team: "We the students  of room 21 in order 
to form the best classroom, to create rules that 
protect our classroom's peace, and give us a 
safe place to learn, where we are concerned 
about each other's health, and thankful for our 
freedom and our future in this school: Toffolon of 
Plainville, CT. Signed this date September 17, 
2008.” In addition, Toffolon students Joey Slivin-
sky, Jared Boucher, and Kyle Smith, all mem-
bers of the Connecticut Children's Choir, sang 
the National Anthem. Third graders at Wheeler 
discussed the purpose of the Constitution, relat-
ing it to the Wheeler School Pledge and class-
room rules. Wheeler students then wrote their 
own "kid friendly" preamble stating the purpose of 
the classroom rules and promise to follow them. 
At Linden, students sang the preamble, taught by 
Linden music teacher Dr. John Smayda, at their 
Town Meeting. Individual classes at Linden also 
created their own constitutions. 

Word Wednesday Comes to The 
Middle School 
The Middle School’s student produced live video 
broadcast (MSPN) announcements include a 
new segment this year - “Word Wednesday.” 
Every Wednesday, Assistant Principal Dr. 
Beth Strathy, introduces a new vocabulary 
word - the first word introduced this year was  
“curmudgeon.” Visuals to help students under-
stand the words are used during the video 
broadcast. With a district focus on continuous 
improvement, Word Wednesday is a novel ap-
proach to learning vocabulary words that has 
already proven to be both engaging and fun for 
students. 

Did you Know? 
MSP Principal Matthew Guarino will be “eating 
worms” this year as part of the We’re Out to 
Read More (W.O.R.M.) reading incentive pro-
gram at the middle school. According to Guarino, 
for every 3,000 books read by students, he will 
eat a worm. Students will also write book recom-
mendations as part of the program. Progress will 
be tracked via paper worm displays throughout 
the building.  

October BOE Meeting 
The next regular meeting of the Plainville Board 
of Education will be held on Tuesday, October 
14, 2008, at 7:00 P.M., at the Middle School of 
Plainville. Meetings are open to the public. 


